
Unattended Helicopter Controls 

 

Purpose:  

To ensure the safety of personnel and aircraft when the pilot is not at the flight controls and 

the helicopter rotors are running. 

 

Scope:  

This procedure details the conditions under which the rotors may be left running without 

the pilot at the flight controls. 

 

Responsibility:  

Pilot in command will carry out this practice. 

 

Procedure:  

Under normal operations, one pilot should be at the flight controls from as soon as rotors 

turn until the flight ends and the rotors are fully stopped. This can be achieved with the use 

of ground crew if they are available.  

 

Leaving the helicopter without a pilot at the flight controls, with the rotors running, 

represents a potential hazard to the safety of the helicopter, its occupants and third parties. 

There are occasions when it is safe to leave the helicopter with rotors running without a 

pilot at the controls, for the expediencies of an operation and to manage crew fatigue.  

 

A helicopter can be left running without a pilot at the controls at the following times: 

A. When the pilot is to act as a safety guide for passengers embarking/disembarking at 

a remote location (e.g. glacier landing of short duration) 

B. When passengers or cargo are to be loaded/unloaded without ground crew 

assistance. 

C. During ‘hot’ refuelling without ground crew assistance. 

D. When the pilot needs to complete a walk around or manage fatigue (i.e. stretch after 

a period of demanding flying). 

 

Conditions: 

• The helicopter must be at ground idle.  

• Flight controls must be locked (double locked if fitted) before the pilot leaves the 

flight controls. 

• Helicopter should be parked into wind (within 30 degrees). 

• Wind speed, including gusts, must not exceed (operator to complete as this varies 

with type) knots. 

• Any loose articles in the cabin should be secured so the flight controls cannot be 

accidentally moved (AS350 throttle).  



• The pilot should remain in sight of a running helicopter, and within an appropriate 

distance, to quickly return to the flight controls if necessary. 

• Passengers must be briefed to remain clear of the flight controls whilst 

loading/unloading. 

• Additional procedures for hot refuelling can be found in the Operations Manual and 

should be followed. 

 

NZ Helicopter Assn recommends that these procedures be examined as part of an initial 

pilot licence issue, type rating and at every subsequent BFR or annual competency check. 

 

 


